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SUBJECT: HIGH-LEVEL SLOVENIAN INTEREST IN OBTAINING 
US HELP IN ALLEVIATING SHORTAGE OF BORIC PRODUCTS 

REF: ZAGREB 0040 

1. AT FEBRUARY 7 MEETING OF SLOVENIAN GOVERNMENT LEADERS WITH 
CONSULAR CORPS OFFICIALS IN LJUBLJANA, PRESIDENT OF THE SLOVENIAN 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ANDREJ MARINC AND SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION MARJAN OSOLNIK PRIVATELY RAISED QUESTION OF OBTAINING 
INCREASED AMOUNTS OF "BORIC PRODUCTS" (B 203) FROM US BORAX AND/OR 
OTHER US FIRMS FOR SLOVENIAN FIRM "BELINKA," YUGOSLAVIA'S SOLE 
PRODUCER OF SODIUM PERBORATE (SEE REFTEL). THEY SAID THAT THE 
DETERGENT PROBLEM WAS ONE OF TWO CONCRETE ISSUES RAISED IN BI 
LATERAL DISCUSSION AT COMMERCE DEPARTMENT FOLLOWING DENT-MARINC 
LUNCHEON IN WASHINGTON NOVEMBER 12? 1974. 

2. THE SLOVENIAN OFFICIALS NOTED APPRECIATIVELY THAT USG HAD 
ACTED EXPEDITIOUSLY ON OTHER ISSUE THEY HAD RAISED BY ISSUING 
EXPORT LICENSES FOR PARTS DESTINED TO JOZEF STEFAN INSTITUTE. 

THEY SAID COMMERCE OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON HAD SAID THEY WOULD 
"DO THEIR BEST" ON THE DETERGENT PROBLEM. MARINC AND OSOLNIK 
URGED US TO DO WHAT WE CAN TO SECURE INCREASED SHIPMENTS OF "BORIC 
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PRODUCTION OF DETERGENT. 

3. AS STATED IN REFTEL, WE BELIEVE IT HIGHLY DESIRABLE TO DO 
WHAT WE CAN TO MEET THE YUGOSLAV REQUEST. US FIRMS HAVE OPPOR 
TUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR RELIABILITY AS A DEPENDABLE SUPPLIER 
AND USG CAN AGAIN SHOW ITS CONTINUING HELPFUL ATTITUDE TOWARD 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE BEING KEPT INFORMED OF ACTION TAKEN BY 
COMMERCE AND PROSPECTS FOR MEETING YUGOSLAV REQUEST. 

KAISER 
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